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Another Milestone in the Strengthening of European Reform Jewry: 2016 
Abraham Geiger College Ordination 
 
Abraham Geiger College’s seventh ordination ceremony was held in the city of 
Hannover on December 1 and saw two rabbis receiving smikhah, or rabbinic 
ordination, as well as the investiture of one cantor. The ordination was granted by 
the college’s president, Rabbi Walter Jacob, himself the sixteenth generation of 
rabbis in his family. The Liberal Jewish Community of Hannover, one of the 
biggest Jewish communities in German-speaking countries, numbering some 800 
members, hosted the ceremonies, and its president, Ingrid Wettberg, had the 
privilege of welcoming about 250 invited guests to the Etz Chaim synagogue, a 
strikingly modern and spacious building.  
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Among the guests of honor were Stephan Weil, Minister-President of Lower Saxony, 
Bodo Ramelow, Minister-President of Thuringia, Abraham Lehrer, Vice President 
of the Central Council of Jews in Germany, Miriam Kramer, Chairman of the 
European Union for Progressive Judaism (EUPJ), Sonja Guentner, President of the 
Union for Progressive Jews in Germany, and Alex Kagan, Director of Activities in 
the Former Soviet Union for the World Union for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ). 
About 35 rabbis were also present, including Rabbi Denise L. Eger, President of 
the Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR), who brought greetings and 
blessings from the oldest and largest rabbinic organization in North America. 
 
Since 2006, Abraham Geiger College has ordained 23 rabbis and eight cantors have 
been invested. “The aim of this institution, in the vision of its founder and rector 
Rabbi Walter Homolka, is to produce rabbis for Europe and beyond, and that is 
precisely what is happening,” explained EUPJ Chairman Miriam Kramer.  
  



 
Rabbi Ariel Pollack receives his ordination by Abraham Geiger College 

in ceremony at Liberal Jewish Community of Hannover 
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This year’s graduates reflect the college’s mission to grow Reform Judaism across 
the region. Rabbi Lior Bar-Ami, who comes from a Swiss-German family, will divide 
his time between France and Austria, taking the pulpits of both the Synagogue 
Libérale de Toulouse and Vienna’s progressive congregation, Or Chadash. Israeli-
born cantor Assaf Levitin will continue to work with Hannover’s Etz Chaim 
synagogue, where he was already interning. And Rabbi Ariel Pollák will return 
home to Budapest where he sees great potential in expanding the Progressive 
Jewish community there together with the EUPJ. The attendance of Rabbi Eger was 
also a strong signal of the Central Conference of American Rabbi’s interest in 
strengthening its ties with colleagues abroad. 
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Hannover’s thriving Progressive congregation, which is comprised of members from 
eighteen countries, as well as guests from all over Europe, Israel, and the United 
States, underlined the congratulations of the EUPJ and the WUPJ on this important 
occasion: “Our wish is that Abraham Geiger College and Progressive Judaism 
continue to go from strength to strength.” 
 
	


